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General Guidelines for MLA Style References 
•References in MLA are cited on a separate page at the end of the document 
•Page should be titled: Works Cited - centered at the top of the page 

•Entries are alphabetized by the first letter of the entry 
•Entire page should be double spaced and formatted with a hanging indent 
•In-text citations are (last name page number). If no page number is 

included, just give last name (or title in quotation marks if no author) 
•For online sources, location must be given. Options in order of preference 
are: DOI, permalink, URL 

 

•There can be more than one correct way to cite a specific source – focus on 
what your reader would need to know to find it 
•To cite a format not shown here, use the template on the reverse of this 

handout 
•For complex sources and more information, consult MLA Handbook 8th Ed., 
available in the library in the Reference Section Call Number LB2369.G53 

2016 or go to the library’s online MLA guide: 
http://edcc.libguides.com/mla8 
 

 

CITATION EXAMPLES :  

Source Type Works Cited Page Citation In-Text Citation 

Entire Book 
Single Author 

McCarthy, Cormac. The Road. Vintage Books, 2006.  (McCarthy 99) 

 

Chapter in an 

Anthology or 
Edited Book 

Wolff, Tobias. “The Liar.” Identity Lessons: Contemporary Writing About Learning to Be 

American, edited by Maria Mazziotti Gillan and Jennifer Gillan, Penguin Books, 1999, 

pp. 23-39. 

 
 

(Wolff 30) 

Reference 
Article (no 
author) 

“Jack the Ripper.” The Encyclopedia of Serial Killers, edited by Michael Newton, 2nd ed., 

Checkmark Books, 2006, p. 132. 

 
 

(“Jack the Ripper” 132) 

Scholarly 
Journal Article 
from 

Database 

Evans, Brent J., et al. “Persistence Patterns in Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).” Journal 

of Higher Education, vol. 87, no. 2, 2013, pp. 206-242. Academic Search Premier, 

search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=113075451&site=ehost-

live. 

 

(Evans et al. 211) 
NOTE: If more than two authors, 
give first author followed by et al. 

 

Article on a 

website 

Twilley, Nicola, and Cynthia Graber. “Kelp is the New Kale.” The Atlantic, 13 Sept. 2016, 

www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/09/gastropod-seaweed/499760/. 

 

(Twilley and Graber) 

Page of a Website 

(same author & 

publisher) 

“PTSD Basics.” PTSD: National Center for PTSD, United States, Department of Veterans Affairs, 

27 May 2016, www.ptsd.va.gov/public/PTSD-overview/basics/index.asp. 

(“PTSD Basics”) 

Streaming TV 

Episode 

“The Wheel.” Mad Men, season 1, episode 13, AMC Television, 18 Oct. 2007. Netflix, 

www.netflix.com/watch/70143391. 

(“The Wheel”) 
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MLA 8 is designed around the idea of containers. A book is its own container, while an article may be contained in a journal (Container 1), 

which is contained in a database (Container 2). Use the template to determine how to organize your citation. There may not be information for 

each section of the template – just fill in the categories that are relevant to your particular source 

Full Template: 

 

Core Elements 

1 Author(s). Last, First Middle (or Organization) 

2 Title of source. 

Book, whole websites in italics;  
Book chapter, articles, web pages in 
“quotation marks” 

 

Container 1 

3 Title of container,  
Books, anthologies, websites, online 
publications 

4 

Other 

contributors,  
Editors, translators (e.g., “edited by” or 
“translated by”) 

5 Version, 
Edition or revision/version number (e.g. 2nd 
ed.) 

6 Number, 
Volume & issue (e.g., “vol. 34” or “vol. 12, no. 
3”) 

7 Publisher,   
8 Publication Date, e.g., “2016” or “Fall 2016” or “16 Sept. 2016” 
9 Location. Page number (p.) or page range (pp.) 

 

Container 2 

3 Title of container,  Name of database or repository 

4 

Other 

contributors,    

5 Version,   

6 Number,   

7 Publisher,   

8 Publication Date,   

9 Location. DOI, permalink, or URL (in order of preference) 
 

Template example: Article in a Database.  Notice how only some 

categories are needed 

 

Core Elements: The Article 

1 Author(s). Dove-Wiebahn, Aviva. 

2 “Title of source.” “Pockets of Resistance.” 

 

Container 1: Magazine 

3 Title of container,  Ms. Magazine, 
6 Number, vol. 23, no. 3, 
8 Publication Date, Fall 2014,  
9 Location. pp. 48-49. 

 

Container 2: Database 

3 Title of container, ProQuest, 

9 Location. 

edmonds.idm.oclc.org/login?url= 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/1564226558? 

accountid=1626. 

 
Complete citation: 
 

Dove-Wiebahn, Aviva. “Pockets of Resistance.” Ms. Magazine, vol. 23, 

no. 3, Fall 2014, pp. 48-49. ProQuest, 

edmonds.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http:// 

search.proquest.com/docview/1564226558?accountid=1626. 

 

 

 


