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WHO WE SERVE: MESA STUDENTS
During Fall Quarter 2020, MESA served 54 students. 

American Indian /
Alaska Native
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White
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Racial and 
Ethnic 
Groups

Gender 
Identity

Male
33.3%

Female 
66.7%

Field 
of Study

Historically
Underrepresented 

in STEM
Students of

Color
Low Income First Generation

College Student

90.7%

72.2%

42.6%

70.4%

Math and 
Physics

3.7% 
Chemistry

1.85%
Earth Sciences
3.7%

Biology
33.3%

Engineering
29.6%

Computer
Science

27.8%

A C C E S S
MESA students will have access to

opportunities that will academically and
professionally develop them into

competitive STEM transfer students.

C O M M U N I T Y
Together, we will build and be

part of a community that
empowers each other.

E Q U I T Y
We believe that race and gender
should not be predictors of STEM

educational outcomes.

The Mathematics, Engineering, Science, Achievement (MESA) program focuses on initiatives to
improve diversity and retention of historically underrepresented students in the STEM fields,

including African American, Latinx/Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, Native
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and women students.

I N  T H I S  E D I T I O N
MESA Event Highlights
Virtual MESA Student Center
Edmonds CC Faculty Spotlight
MESA New Student Spotlight
MESA Transfer Student Spotlight
MESA Alumni Spotlight
Affinity Group Spotlight



V i r t u a l  S T E M  &  M E S A  K i c k o f f

We would like to start this newsletter with an acknowledgement of the land Edmonds College (EC)
occupies. We acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Coast Salish People, specifically the
Snohomish People. May we always honor the Indigenous people of the land we are on - past, present,
and future, wherever we go. If you would like to acknowledgement the land that you live on, we suggest
looking on native-land.ca or texting (907) 312-5085

Thank you for your commitment to dismantle institutionalized racism, sexism, and other systems of
oppression that our students face every day. If there is one thing that 2020 has taught us, it is the need to
do just this; for people to come together and take action to denounce and dismantle systems of
oppression, specifically racism. Together faculty, staff, partners, and community can continue to come
together to remove the barriers our historically underrepresented students face in their academic and
career development. For some of you, this will be your first time learning about diversity, equity, and
inclusion student support programs. We hope you take the time to grow within yourself and take action to
create change. 

This Community Review highlights a few MESA events, MESA resources, and most importantly, the
students we serve. MESA students are leaders on and off campus, with powerful dreams to solve some of
the world's most pressing problems. We are honored to have the opportunity to empower students, close
equity gaps, and increase access. We thank you for your continued support and we look forward to the
change 2021 will bring.

M E S A  E V E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

N E W  S T U D E N T
S P O T L I G H T

B e r n a r d
O m o l l o

W h a t  i s  y o u r  m a j o r ?
C o m p u t e r  E n g i n e e r i n g !

W h a t  a r e  y o u r  c o l l e g e
g o a l s ?
G e t  a n  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  a n
a e r o n a u t i c  o r  a s t r o n a u t i c
i n d u s t r y  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a
G P A  o f  3 . 5  a n d  a b o v e .  

W h a t  a r e  y o u r  c a r e e r
g o a l s ?
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d
i n  s p a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n ,
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a r t i f i c i a l
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h
o n  c l e a n  e n e r g y .

W h y  d i d  y o u  j o i n  M E S A ?
D u r i n g  m y  f i r s t  q u a r t e r ,
I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  a  l o t  a b o u t
e x i s t i n g  c l u b s  a t
E d m o n d s ,  b u t  a f t e r
s p e a k i n g  t o  m y  i n s t r u c t o r
a n d  a t t e n d i n g  a  c l a s s  o n
c o l l e g e  r e s o u r c e s ,  I  c a m e
t o  i d e n t i f y  M E S A  a s  t h e
b e s t  p r o g r a m  b a s e d  o n  i t s
g o a l  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
i t  o f f e r s  t o  S T E M  t r a n s f e r
s t u d e n t s .  

W h a t  w a y s  a r e  y o u
p l a n n i n g  o n  s t a y i n g
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  M E S A
d u r i n g  W i n t e r  q u a r t e r ?
G e t  e n g a g e d  i n
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  w o r k s h o p s ,  a t t e n d
w e e k l y  e v e n t s ,  a n d  u t i l i z e
t h e  M E S A  s t u d e n t  c e n t e r
t o  g a i n  c o r e  e n g i n e e r i n g
c o n c e p t s  w i t h  s u p p o r t
f r o m  a  p e e r  l e a r n i n g
c o m m u n i t y .

To start the 2020-2021 school year, the STEM Division
and ECMESA hosted the annual Fall STEM & MESA
Kickoff virtually in September. Students gathered over
zoom to learn about the many STEM clubs and resources
available both online and on campus.

M E S A  S o c i a l  H o u r s

Over the course of the Fall quarter MESA
hosted MESA social hours to increase
community engagement during this tough time.
Social hour events included a Halloween
Costume Contest, Pictionary, Among Us,
Cards Against Humanity, and an Ugly Holiday
Sweater Contest! We look forward to hosting
more virtual socials during the Winter Quarter.
Join us for fun, laughs, and to connect with the
MESA Fam, including new students, returning
students, and alumni!

Above: Zoom Costume Contest!
Below: Pictionary drawing
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Fall quarter at Edmonds College continued with classes fully online as the 
COVID-19 Global Pandemic unfortunately continued on. To help students 
continue to be successful in online classes and provide support, staff moved 
many MESA services and resources online. The cornerstone of this effort is 
the Virtual MESA Student Center. Hosted in a Canvas group, the Virtual 
MESA Student Center features tutorials about how to use different online 
platforms, virtual advising office hours, virtual  tutoring, and events.

MESA tutors continued offering virtual tutoring through Canvas discussions, Google Hangouts, email, and Zoom. Their flexibility and
willingness to take on new challenges is greatly appreciated. We expanded our tutoring center to include two more tutors during Fall
Quarter, bringing us to 4 MESA tutors: Tina, Jonida, Zambak, and Brooke!

M E S A  N E W  S T U D E N T  
S P O T L I G H T
L u p i t a  C o t t r e l l

W h a t  i s  y o u r  m a j o r ?
B i o l o g y !

W h a t  a r e  y o u r  c o l l e g e  g o a l s ?
M y  c o l l e g e  g o a l  i s  t o  m o v e  o n  t o  a  4 - y e a r  
c o l l e g e  a n d  t h e n  t o  g o  t o  e i t h e r  M e d  o r  P A  
s c h o o l .

W h a t  a r e  y o u r  c a r e e r  g o a l s ?
M y  c a r e e r  g o a l  i s  t o  w o r k  i n  h e a l t h c a r e .  

W h y  d i d  y o u  j o i n  M E S A ?
I  w a n t e d  t o  j o i n  a  l i k e - m i n d e d  y e t  d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o n n e c t  a n d  n e t w o r k  w i t h .  

W h a t  w a y s  a r e  y o u  p l a n n i n g  o n  s t a y i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  M E S A  d u r i n g  W i n t e r  Q u a r t e r ?
A l t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  l o t  o f  f u n  t o  h a n g o u t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  M E S A  m e m b e r s  i n  p e r s o n ,  j o i n i n g  i n
o n  t h e  Z o o m  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  w i l l  d o  f o r  n o w .  T h e  C a r d s  A g a i n s t  H u m a n i t y  s o c i a l  e v e n t  w a s
e n t e r t a i n i n g  a n d  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o t h e r  Z o o m  e v e n t s  a n d  c h a t t i n g  w i t h  t h e  M E S A  m e m b e r s !

Virtual MESA Student Center welcome banner.

V I R T U A L  M E S A  S T U D E N T  C E N T E R

3 0
Classes with 
MESA Tutors

1 5 0 +
Hours of Virtual

Tutoring

6 6
Virtual Staff 
 Office Hours

MESA also hosted Canvas discussions for other classes
(CHEM, ENGR, BIOL) so peers could help other MESA

students with questions i f  a tutor wasn't avai lable.
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MESA Student Lupita Cottrelll joined Fall 2020

Virtual MESA
Social Hour Events
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T u c k e r  
H o w i e
D e p a r t m e n t :
E n g i n e e r i n g

W h a t  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  t h i n g
a b o u t  t e a c h i n g ?
I  e n j o y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e
s t u d e n t s  a n d  w a t c h i n g  t h e i r
g r o w t h .   I n  s o m e  w a y s  t h e
b e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o b  i s
i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s
o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a s  i t
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l e a r n  m o r e
a b o u t  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r
p a s s i o n s .   I  a l s o  e n j o y  t h e
c h a l l e n g e  o f  t e a c h i n g
c o m p l e x  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s e e i n g
t h e  s p a r k  w h e n  a  s t u d e n t
b e g i n s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
m a t e r i a l .

W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  y o u
t o  s u p p o r t
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t s
a t  E d m o n d s  C C ?
E n g i n e e r i n g  i s  a  d i s c i p l i n e
t h a t  r e q u i r e s  o v e r c o m i n g
s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e s e
c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  o f t e n
o v e r c o m e  w h e n  p e o p l e  w i t h
d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  w o r k
t o g e t h e r  t o  d e v e l o p  a
s o l u t i o n  a s  o f t e n  a  s i n g l e
v i e w p o i n t  o r  i d e a  i s  n o t
e n o u g h .   D i v e r s i t y  m a k e s  u s
s t r o n g e r ,  m o r e  a d a p t a b l e ,
a n d  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  e s p e c i a l l y
i n  c h a l l e n g i n g  a r e a s  l i k e
S T E M  f i e l d s .   I  a m  p r o u d  t o
s u p p o r t  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  M E S A
d o e s  a t  E d m o n d s  C o l l e g e  a s
i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e
a n d  g u i d a n c e  t o  h e l p  o u r
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  S T E M
s t u d e n t s  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  g o a l s
a n d  b e c o m e  r o l e  m o d e l s  f o r
t h e  s t u d e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  i n
t h e i r  w a k e .   T h e  d r e a m  i s
t h a t  o n e  d a y  w e  w o n ' t  e v e n
n e e d  t o  u s e  t h e  t e r m
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  b e c a u s e
w e  w i l l  h a v e  a n  a m a z i n g ,
d i v e r s e  w o r k f o r c e  a n d  t h e
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  w o r k i n g
h a r d  t o d a y  w i l l  b e  a  p a r t  o f
t h a t  c h a n g e .

A F F I N I T Y  G R O U P  
S P O T L I G H T

G w e n  G r e e n
M a j o r :  
T e c h n i c a l l y  P h y s i c s ,  b u t
s w i t c h i n g  t o  M e c h a n i c a l
E n g i n e e r i n g !

S W E  R o l e :
P r e s i d e n t

W h y  S W E ?
W h e n  I  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w a s
s t a r t i n g  S W E  u p  a g a i n ,  I  w a s
e c s t a t i c .  I  w o r k  a s  t h e
e n g i n e e r i n g  l a b  t e c h  o n  c a m p u s ,
a n d  w a s  b l o w n  a w a y  b y  h o w
m a n y  u n i q u e  t o o l s  a n d  m a c h i n e s
w e  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e ,  y e t  t e n d  t o  g o
u n u s e d .  I ' m  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  a b l e
t o  e x p a n d  o u r  e n g i n e e r i n g
k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  s o m e  f u n
p r o j e c t s !

W h a t  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d
t o  i n  W i n t e r  Q u a r t e r ?
H o n e s t l y ,  I ' m  j u s t  s o  h a p p y  t o
g e t  i t  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g .  I ' m  s u r e
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  e n d  u p  d o i n g
w i l l  b e  a m a z i n g ,  b u t  w a t c h i n g  t h e
g r o w t h  o f  a  n e w  c o m m u n i t y  h a s
g o t  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  p a r t .  T h e
p e o p l e  I ' v e  m e t  s o  f a r  h a v e  a l l
b e e n  w o n d e r f u l ,  f r i e n d l y  p e o p l e
w i t h  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  g o a l s ,
a n d  I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
w o r k i n g  w i t h  e v e r y o n e !

E D M O N D S  C O L L E G E  S O C I E T Y  O F
W O M E N  E N G I N E E R S  O F F I C E R S

C a i t l i n  D o w n s
M a j o r :  
C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e

S W E  R o l e :
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  P r o j e c t
P l a n n i n g  a n d  E v e n t  C o o r d i n a t i o n

W h y  S W E ?
I  g o t  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  I  w a s
l o o k i n g  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  i n v o l v e d
a n d  w o r k  w i t h  f a c u l t y  a n d  o t h e r
s t u d e n t s  o u t s i d e  o f  a  c l a s s r o o m
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i l e  s t i l l
m a i n t a i n i n g  a  f o c u s  o n  m y
a c a d e m i c  g o a l s .  I  g o t  t h e  u p d a t e
t h a t  t h e  E d m o n d s  S W E  c l u b  w a s
s e e k i n g  a  r e c h a r t e r  a n d  I
d e c i d e d  t o  d i v e  i n .  

W h a t  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d
t o  i n  W i n t e r  Q u a r t e r ?
I ' m  e x c i t e d  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o o l
p r o j e c t  i d e a s  w e ' v e  b r a i n s t o r m e d
s o  f a r  a n d  I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  m a k e  t h o s e
p r o j e c t s  c o m e  t o  f r u i t i o n  s o  w e
c a n  a l l  h a v e  s o m e  f u n  a n d  g e t
s o m e  e n g i n e e r i n g  s k i l l s  u n d e r
o u r  b e l t .

F A C U L T Y  S P O T L I G H T
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SWE President Gwen Green Self Portrait of Caitlin Downs



e d c c . e d u / m e s a

@ e c m e s a f a m i l y

m e s a @ e d c c . e d u

@ e c m e s a f a m i l y

J O I N  T H E  
# M E S A f a m i l y

s h o w c a s e / e c m e s a

J a c q u e l i n e  R e s t o
M a j o r :                               S W E  R o l e :
C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e                S e c r e t a r y

W h y  S W E ?
I  h a v e  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  v o l u n t e e r i n g  m y  t i m e  t o  s e r v e  
o t h e r s .  A s  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  i t s  
f i r s t  y e a r  a t  E d m o n d s  C o l l e g e ,  I  w a s  o v e r j o y e d  i n  
s e r v i n g  a s  a n  a d v o c a t e  s u p p o r t i n g  w o m e n  p u r s u i n g  a  
c a r e e r  i n  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  a s  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  
s a m e  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e .

W h a t  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  i n  W i n t e r  Q u a r t e r ?
I  a m  e x c i t e d l y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  e a c h  d a y  a b o u t  t h e
w o r l d  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g .  I  h o p e  t h a t  m a n y  w i l l  j o i n  u s  a n d  b e c o m e
m e m b e r s  o f  s u c h  a  w o n d e r f u l  c l u b  t h a t  e m p o w e r s  w o m e n  i n
E n g i n e e r i n g .  A s  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  W o m e n  E n g i n e e r s  m o t t o  s a y s ,  A s p i r e ,
A d v a n c e ,  A c h i e v e !

M a j o r ?
B . S .  i n  M a t h e m a t i c s

W h a t  u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  y o u  b e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o ?  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  S e a t t l e

W h a t  c l u b s  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  y o u  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a t  E d m o n d s ?
R o b o t i c s  c l u b  ( s t a r t e d  i t  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t ) ,  S o c i e t y  o f  W o m e n
E n g i n e e r s  ( S W E ) ,  M E S A  a n d  l e a r n i n g  s u p p o r t  c e n t e r  t u t o r ,  a n d  M a t h
c l u b !

W h a t  a d v i c e  d o  y o u  h a v e  f o r  n e w  s t u d e n t s ?
I t ’ s  o k a y  t o  n o t  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  m a j o r  y o u  w a n t  t o  p u r s u e .  B e  c u r i o u s
a n d  e x p l o r e  y o u r  o p t i o n s !  I t  t o o k  m e  a  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  t o  t r y  o u t  a l l  s o r t s
o f  S T E M  c l a s s e s  t o  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m a t h  w a s  m y  f a v o r i t e  o f  a l l .

W h a t  r e s e a r c h  o r  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  y o u  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ?
B u i l t  a  r o b o t  a t  N C A S  i n  H o u s t o n  a n d  i n  r o b o t i c s  c l u b .  H o n o r s  p h y s i c s
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  a b o u t  U V  a b s o r p t i o n  b y  t h e  o z o n e  l a y e r .

H o w  h a s  M E S A  i m p a c t e d  y o u  w i t h  y o u r  t r a n s f e r  j o u r n e y ?
M E S A  h a s  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  s u p p o r t i v e  a d v i s o r s  a n d  p e e r s !  W a t c h i n g
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  i n  M E S A  o v e r c o m e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  s c h o o l
o f  t h e i r  d r e a m s  h a s  k e p t  m e  i n s p i r e d  a n d  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I  c o u l d  a l s o
t r a n s f e r .  P l u s ,  R a c h e l ,  m y  p r i m a r y  a d v i s o r  h a s  b e e n  h e l p f u l  i n  e d i t i n g  m y
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  h e l p i n g  m e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  b e  m y
o v e r a l l  s o u n d i n g  b o a r d  w h e n  I  n e e d  t o  t a l k  s o m e t h i n g  o u t .

W h a t  i s  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h
M E S A ?
A m e r i C o r p s  V I S T A  A c c e s s ,
C o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  E q u i t y  ( A C E )
P r o g r a m  C o o r d i n a t o r  

W h y  i s  M E S A  i m p o r t a n t  t o  y o u ?
M E S A  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e  b e c a u s e
i t  w a s  a  p r o g r a m  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e
a c c e s s  t o  w h e n  I  w a s  a n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  G o n z a g a
U n i v e r s i t y .  A s  a n  I n d i g e n o u s
w o m e n  s c i e n t i s t ,  I  c e r t a i n l y
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i t  c a n  f e e l s  l i k e
t o  b e  a  h i s t o r i c a l l y
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t  t r y  t o
m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  a  S T E M  d e g r e e ,
i n  m y  c a s e  B i o l o g y !  I  a m  s o
e x c i t e d  t h a t  E d m o n d s  C o l l e g e  h a s
a  p r o g r a m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e d i c a t e d
t o  a s s i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l l y
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d
h o p e  t h a t  I  c a n  h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e
s y s t e m i c  b a r r i e r s  w e  S T E M  p e o p l e
f a c e !

W h a t  a d v i c e  d o  y o u  h a v e  f o r
M E S A  s t u d e n t s ?
D r o p  i n t o  m y  o f f i c e  h o u r s  s o  I  c a n
w a l k  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  M E S A
A i r t a b l e  R e s o u r c e s  d a t a b a s e !
T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  i n c r e d i b l e
i n t e r n s h i p  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  M E S A
s t u d e n t s  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  h e l p  a l l  o f
y o u  b e c o m e  c o m p e t i t i v e  t r a n s f e r
s t u d e n t s !

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  R E A D I N G
S t a y  T u n e d  f o r  E x c i t i n g  E v e n t s  H a p p e n i n g  D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  Y e a r  

E d m o n d s  C o l l e g e  d o e s  n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r a c e ;  c o l o r ;  r e l i g i o n ;  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;  s e x ;  d i s a b i l i t y ;  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ;  a g e ;  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  m a r i t a l ,  o r
v e t e r a n  s t a t u s ;  o r  g e n e t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  l a n g u a g e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s

a t  e d c c . e d u / n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

M E S A  S T A F F  S P O T L I G H T

T R A N S F E R  S T U D E N T  
S P O T L I G H T
B r o o k e  B u r s o n
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